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and enter the work-a-day world, where basic

survival is the guiding principle. Some who

do remember, however, have found a spiri-

tual home at St. Ignatius Loyola Church on

Manhattan’s Upper East Side, where a young

adults group, including graduates of Jesuit

institutions, continue to engage in spiritual

development and Catholic social ministry.

The group is called Ignatian Young Adults

and, with 400 on its email list, it is making a

Ignatian Young Adults:  

Bonded by Faith 
Ready to Serve
By Peter Feuerherd

U
ndergraduate days at Jesuit col-

leges are filled with intellectual

inquiry, retreats that spiritually

challenge, and liturgies that simul-

taneously raise one’s sights to God

and across to your fellow believers. And

then there are the life-changing social mis-

sion outreach programs here and abroad. 

The college years are frequently forgot-

ten, however, as students get their diplomas

connection with urban professionals through-

out Manhattan, the outer boroughs and New

Jersey, as its programs attract people seeking

Jesuit spirituality and social involvement.

The moderator is Father George Witt, SJ,

Administrator at St. Ignatius, but the leader-

ship of the group largely emerges from

within. Social events, held every other Sun-

Heidi Cinquegrana adds sugar to the coffee.
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day after the 7:30 p.m. Mass, attract some 80

regulars. More than 100 attended a recent

evening at the nearby Metropolitan Museum

of Art. Recent group lectures included a dis-

cussion on the spirituality of happiness.

But the group is about more than wine

and cheese, mixers and self-development.

Patrick Nolan, a leader of the Spiritual

Development Committee, notes that the

Ignatian Young Adults remains deeply com-

mitted to service. Only in existence for a

few years, they have assisted at a homeless

shelter on the Upper East Side and, in May,

went to another Manhattan Jesuit parish, St.

Francis Xavier in the Chelsea section, to

assist at the Welcome Table soup kitchen.

Nolan found himself impressed by how

eager the regular workers at the Welcome

Table, and the dozen Ignatian Young Adult

volunteers, were to help. While they were

there, a vat of soup toppled over. “I was

impressed with how everyone just pitched

in,” he said. He also was surprised at the

kind of guests at the church-sponsored

soup kitchen, different from many popular

notions about New York’s homeless. They

included children and the elderly, “from all

walks of life who needed a meal to get

through that day.”

After the guests had left, the dishes were

cleaned and the tables put away, the young

adults gathered to talk and pray about their

experience, in the spirit of the Jesuit charism

of social action tempered by reflection. 

Service is central to Nolan’s identity. At

Loyola College in Baltimore (class of 2001),

he was student body president and was

instrumental in increasing opportunities for

service projects on and off campus. The

parish young adult group allowed him to

continue that ideal of service in another set-

ting. This past August, Patrick entered the

Jesuit novitiate in Syracuse, NY, to begin his

formation as a Jesuit priest.

“It’s not just about being a community

for the sake of community. It’s a group

bonded by faith and is ready to serve the

general community,” he says.

Top: Chris Carney serves the dessert. Bottom:

Brian Pinter offers a cup of cold water.
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God is Here
in Disguise

W
hile a world seeking healing

beats a path to Elmhurst Hos-

pital in Queens, NY, Father

Alan Briceland, SJ, chaplain,

awaits with gentle prayers in

Spanish, English and occasionally Korean,

offering a ministry of presence to the sick,

dying and the bereaved.

That healing presence is apparent at dai-

ly Mass in the tiny hospital chapel, crowded

on this day with a few dozen worshipers. Fr.

Briceland consecrates the bread and wine, al-

ternating between Spanish and English, be-

neath a statue of Jesus with the children of

the world - Africans, Asians, Eskimos and

every other ethnic group one can imagine.

The statue befits the hospital in the mid-

dle of New York’s most diverse borough,

packed with patients from Ecuador, Mexico

and the rest of Latin America, Ireland, East-

ern Europe, Korea, and Nigeria, among oth-

er places. At this Mass, he is praying with the

nurses and staff at this multi-cultural center of

care and, in his homily, warns them about the

temptations of religion applied to healthcare.

“There is a temptation to a spirit of lies,”

warns Fr. Briceland. That spirit reveals itself

in making deals with God to heal an illness

in exchange for promises of good behavior.

By contrast, Jesus in the Gospel of John calls

Christians to live in a spirit of truth. “The truth

is someone had an accident,” he says, not-

ing that “God is not to blame. He is with us.”

The wards of the giant facility tell many

stories about God’s love, says Fr. Briceland

in an interview in the office he shares with

another Catholic priest from the Philippines,

a Protestant chaplain and a Muslim imam.

“Every day there are stories worth recording.”

Sometimes he will encounter the other side

of the story, the complexity about life, for ex-

ample, not seen in tabloid headlines about hu-

man monsters. Fr. Briceland notes that the

mentally ill rarely get the same consideration

those with physical ailments regularly receive. 

In the midst of a neighborhood that is a

magnet for immigrants, Fr. Briceland, a for-

mer high school teacher, finds this particular

“parish” filled with human possibility and Di-

vine love. While he will visit occasionally with

non-Catholic patients, his work’s focus is on

the 60 percent who identify themselves as

Catholics. They challenge him every day and,

at 76, he finds himself filled with energy for

the job. “It brings out a whole different as-

pect of me,” he says, noting that his clerical

role is brought out most fruitfully in direct min-

istry with the suffering.

“I’m the priest here,” he says. “I wear the

Fr. Alan Briceland, SJ

collar.” Through no particular effort of his own,

people respond to him in that role. “It’s like

God is here in disguise… I don’t really find

that it’s me. It feels like God working through

me.” When he enters a patient’s room, he is

conscious of being an agent sent to bring

God’s healing, to help the ill and their fami-

lies to forgive, and help them accept what they

cannot change.

Much of his time is spent listening. Rela-

tively little is spent preaching. He’s found that

patients are anxious to tell their stories, in a

setting where few are able to listen. Knowing

their language helps and a welcoming attitude

is essential. “I often think about how fragile

the life of an immigrant is,” he says, noting how

many of the patients at Elmhurst are alone, in

a strange country without family, often not able

to speak the language. Sometimes they just

want someone to pay attention to their per-

sonal stories. “The doctors don’t have time for

your story. That’s what my job is,” he says.

Before entering the pastoral care field, Fr.

Briceland had a particular image of hospital

chaplains as “nice guys who say good morn-

ing, pray and then leave.” But it is a bit more

complicated. His training and experience is

regularly put to use, by first adhering to the

Hippocratic creed of doing no harm. He’s

learned that phrases such as “everything will

be okay” and “God will take care of it” are

pious falsehoods serving as blanket barriers

against expressing understandable anger.

Sometimes silence is the best approach.

“You come in to be a presence. You are

saying that God cares, that God is with you

and he cares,” he says. “You come in to be

with someone. If need be, you talk.”

By Peter Feuerherd
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F
irst of all I ended up marrying Liz,

the girl I had fallen in love with the

first day of school at St. Mary’s in

Manhasset in the fourth grade,” he

said. “I became ordained as a dea-

con, and I love my ministry. I also always

wanted to go to an Ivy League college, and

now I have a Master’s Degree in religion

from Yale.”

Deacon Bice was a panelist at a pro-

gram on the spirituality of physical chal-

lenges at St. Ignatius Jesuit Retreat House in

Manhasset on March 30. The key for him,

he explained, is his faith and his gratitude.

“I made a lot of mistakes before,” he notes,

and describes himself as “not the best

Catholic.” After the accident, long periods

of inactivity gave him time for reflection.

“So one night, I made a promise to Jesus

that I would live life with a positive attitude

and I would say yes to whatever he asked

me to do.” Jesus would give him the

strength to do so.

By Pete Sheehan

The Spirituality of  
Physical Challenges

The day’s panel also included New York

City Police Officer Steven McDonald and

Msgr. Thomas Hartman. About 50 people

attended, including several people in

wheelchairs and walkers and one blind

woman led by a guide dog. 

Steven McDonald is a police detective

who was shot on duty in Central Park July

12, 1986. Since that day, he said, he has

seen “that the world is more than I ever

would have expected. I have traveled

around the world, witnessing to my faith.

I’ve gone to Israel. I’ve gone to Northern

Ireland. I’ve gone all over the United

States,” McDonald said. “I’ve witnessed to

Jesus at religious and public schools.”

He recalls going to the hospital after the

shooting. A priest, a fire chaplain, was the

first to greet him and prayed over him. “I

didn’t want to die.” The most striking fruit of

the prayers, he said, was that “I was able to

forgive the boy who did the shooting. I

never thought I would.”

As he sat in his wheelchair reflecting on the accident that

left him a quadriplegic, Deacon Frank Bice expressed no

regrets. “If I could change things, I don’t know if I would,”

he said, as he explained how a broken neck sustained

during a Siena College football game left him paralyzed

28 years ago. Though his life is far different than he imag-

ined, “everything I ever prayed for has come true.”

The gathering at St.

Ignatius Retreat

House put flesh on

Ignatius’ Principle

and Foundation

from the Spiritual

Exercises: “We

should not fix our

desires on health or

sickness, wealth or

poverty, success or failure, a long life or

a short one…” for everything has the

potential of deepening my life in Jesus.  

The panelists for our program

shared hope and strength and new life

with us…born out of their physical

challenges…born out of their accept-

ance of life experience…born out of

gratitude for a God who holds us close

at all times and never abandons us.

Because of our panelists - Deacon

Frank Bice, Steven McDonald, Msgr.

Tom Hartman and Richard Cohen, we

were in the presence of a God whose

passion to be where we are, however we

are, embraces everything.  And in this

embrace everything has the potential of

deepening my life in Jesus…everything.

Sister Karen Doyle, SSJ, is on the staff of

St. Ignatius Retreat House and coordi-

nated the day.

Sr. Karen Doyle, SSJ



From top: Deacon Frank Bice; Police Officer

Steven McDonald; and Msgr Thomas Hartman

Msgr. Hartman, former president and

chief executive officer of Telecare, the tele-

vision production facility of the Diocese of

Rockville Centre, said that when his physi-

cian first diagnosed his Parkinson’s disease,

his question was, “What do I do now?” This

was the beginning of treatments, exercise,

and changes in his everyday life, Msgr.

Hartman said, but it was also a spiritual

change. “It is a journey that is not going to

end in this world. I like to play basketball,”

tennis and golf, but often he can’t. Some-

times, he can do three holes of golf; some-

times he can do nine.

“No one gives you a passport” to live your

life without difficulties, Msgr. Hartman said.

“God opens up possibilities.” And, he said,

“If we don’t work with what God gives us,

we can’t say to God, ‘Where were you?’ “God

does not create hunger,” but God presents

opportunities such as Island Harvest, a vol-

unteer effort to collect surplus food from

restaurants, food markets and other outlets.

“They have 700 volunteers and they collect

seven million pounds of food” which goes to

food pantries, shelters and community cen-

ters. “If we say yes, God will strengthen us,”

Msgr. Hartman said. “He opens a part of him-

self to us.” The attitude has to be one of trust.

“We say to God: Take me. I’m yours.”

Reprinted with permission of The Long

Island Catholic. Photos by Peter Acardi.
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Journey to Micronesia
By Peter Schineller, SJ 

A journey to the Pacific to lead an eight day

retreat — it sounded like a romantic offer I

could not refuse. Then Father Ken Hezel, SJ,

added, “You would be replacing Fr. Adolfo

Nicolás.” I hesitated, for I would be filling in

for our new Father General. But my answer

remained a firm yes. After serving as a mis-

sionary for over 20 years in Africa, mostly

Nigeria, now it was time to expand my hori-

zons and see the tremendous achievements

of the Jesuits in Micronesia.

My destination was the island of Pohn-

pei, where 20 Jesuits would assemble for an

eight day retreat (June 10-17) and then a

two day planning workshop. We assem-

bled at the former PATS (Ponape Agricul-

ture and Trade School), a lovely campus

overlooking Madolenihmw harbor. The

school had been closed a few years ago

due to shifts in vocational education.

Retreat on Our Mission Today

Right now is an important time in the his-

tory of the mission and Fr. Nicolás, then

President of the Jesuit Conference of East

Asia and Oceania, had requested the

Region to draw up a 5 to 10 year apostolic

plan. In view of this, the retreat took on a

different twist.  Instead of the traditional

reliance upon the Spiritual Exercises of St.

Ignatius, I focused on his later writing of

the Jesuit Constitutions, and the recently

published documents from General Con-

gregation 35. This provided rich material

on our mission today (as always, a frontier,

pioneering mission), on our community

lives (union of hearts was emphasized),

our charism (sharing the vision and rich-

ness of the Spiritual Exercises), our obedi-

ence and internationality (we join the

world-wide Society of Jesus – ready to be

sent anywhere and yet of service to the

local church and bishop), and finally the

need for increased collaboration with our

lay colleagues. From the Jesuit Constitu-

tions we prayed over the three vows, the

union of minds and hearts, the qualities of

those who are in governance, norms for

choosing between possible missions, and

Ignatian spirituality with its emphasis on

incarnational prayer. My input included

readings by famous and not so famous

Jesuits about their lives and deaths, their

struggles and successes.

Planning for the Future  

Organized by the steering committee

under the leadership of the Regional

Superior, Father Ken Hezel, SJ, the plan-

ning started with reports from the various

persons, sectors, and works of the Region.

The main goals here were to project our-

selves into the future to see what apostolic

works remain most important, what new

works might begin, and, very importantly,

where manpower could come from. Here

we looked very much to the Jesuits of East

Asia and Oceania. The mission already

has men from Indonesia and Myanmar,

and this could well increase.

We also discussed the pros and cons

of closer alliance of the Micronesian

Jesuits with the Jesuits of East Asia, as

well as continuing the warm bonds with

the New York Province. The success of

the diaconate program was frequently

noted – a tribute to the vision and hard

work of the Jesuit missionaries over the

years. Another concern was the world-

wide economic downturn and the

increased cost of fuel which deeply

affects the local economies. The econ-

omy may even affect the possibility of

future gatherings such as this, as costs of

airline tickets are skyrocketing.   

The final session was on the “motivation

for mission.” In a world where God’s loving

grace in Christ is abundantly offered to

everyone, why do we Jesuits continue to

travel around the globe to tell people about

Jesus? The answer seemed to be not that we

fear for the eternal loss of those not bap-

tized but rather that we Jesuits, who have

come to know Jesus Christ and his Gospel,

must simply and joyfully share this good

news with others.

Father Peter Schineller, SJ, is a writer for

America magazine and Archivist for the New

York Province.

Back, l to r: Juan Ngiraibuuch, Tom McGrath, Kenneth Urumolug, Wayne Tkel, Arthur Leger, Greg

Muckenhaupt, Paul Horgan, Anthony Eddy, Jack Curran, Rich McAuliff. Middle, l to r: John Hag-

ileiram, Fran Hezel, Joe Cavanagh, Jim Gould, Ken Hezel, Bill McGarry, Joe Billotti, Peter Schineller.

Front, l to r: Dave Antonelli, Christoforus Risanto, James Croghan, Wilbert Mireh.

Notes from Micronesia


