Father Kolvenbach’s Response

With the humor that never seems to fail him, Father Kolvenbach thanked the Delegates for the elegant way you have found to fire me. Then turning to more serious things, with the sobriety and clarity which we have become accustomed to, he spoke in this way:



Dear Fathers and Brothers,



Today the General Congregation has thought it well to accept my resignation as 
General Superior of the Society of Jesus.  At the end of these nearly twenty-five years of service, I want first of all to thank the Lord, who – to use the words of Saint Ignatius – has truly been propitious to me at Rome,  in leading a Society He has called into service for his greater glory.  



I am also most grateful for the privilege of having met and accompanied so many friends in the Lord, who in their many diverse vocations have always shown themselves to 
be true servants of the Mission of Christ.



No single Jesuit should feel himself excluded from this profound sentiment of recognition.  Nonetheless I would like to thank in a particular way those in the General Curia who have helped me day after day over many years in carrying out my responsibilities for the Society, as well as all the Major Superiors spread throughout the entire world.



Earlier I was able to express my great thanks to the Holy Father for his apostolic orientations which have allowed the Society to continue our mission “under the banner of the cross and under the Vicar of Christ on earth”.



Let us be grateful to the Lord that despite a disconcerting diversity of persons and cultures, of desires and works, our union of minds and hearts has never failed, and, despite an increasing fragility, the Society retains the capacity of apostolic dialogue before the challenges of the modern world in proclaiming the one Good News.



On this eve of the election of my successor and of the many decisions that the General Congregation will have to make, I unite myself with the prayer with which Saint Ignatius finished his letters: “May God our Lord in his infinite and supreme goodness be pleased to give us his abundant grace, so that we may know his most holy will and entirely fulfil it.”

And thus, the twenty-four year, four month ministry of focused and single-minded care for and stewardship of the universal Society of Jesus by Father Kolvenbach has come to an end.
